Lets Talk About Sex Baby

The girl sat up in bed and said something in German. Her eyes were soft and unblinking automatic pilot. A neural cutout……… Molly talking to Chase about how she got the money to pay for her plastic surgery said ‘You know how I got the money, when I started out here. Not here but a place like it in the Sprawl. Joke, to start with,’ cause once they plant the cut-out chip, seems free money. Wake up sore, sometimes, but that’s it. Renting the goods, is all. You aren’t in, when it’s happening. House has software for whatever a customer wants.

One of the greatest concerns for today’s global youth is the easy access to sexual imagery which is readily available in newspapers and teenage magazines, music, films, television, the internet, videogames and books. Sex is big, even Harry Potter has turned into a sex hungry teen in The Goblet Of  Fire and JK Rowling  in New York revealed that Albus Dumbledore, the headmaster of Hogwarts, is gay.
  I suppose the author felt that in order to make the character seem real and exist here in the now she had to bring in sex understandable when you consider the type of narcissistic scopophilic images youths are putting up on their social network sites. 

It is clear from talking to and observing teenagers that sex is not far from their thoughts. Teenagers have a natural curiosity about how their bodies are developing and anything to do with sex and the sexual act. It is an important time as during this crucial development they discover a sexual identity they form opinions about the opposite sex and how they should act around each other and with each other, they are particularly vulnerable and easily influenced. The internet offers an easy access to this material where young “women –object of all desire, all fantasy, suddenly yields to the object-women
 Pornography often portrays women as passive willing victims of male sexual abuse; movies and television programmes such as Pretty Women, Secret Diary of a Call Girl and Footballers Wives glamorise prostitution and send the message to young girls that if you are pretty and wear provocative clothes you might be lucky and get yourself a bloke with a big wallet and the lifestyle to match. It is clear from looking at youth profile pages that young women especially feel the need to portray themselves as sexual beings and maybe by imitating celebrity poses they believe it helps them feel like a star. It could be argued that pornography in portraying women as passive incites sexual abuse. A lot of violence portrayed in film and television is associated with masculinity in that the tough guy always gets the bird. Our deepest conceptions of masculinity have been shaped by the movies. From the movies, we have learned that a real man is tall, strong, and silent. He is violent, fierce, brutal. He is athletic and unrestrained. He is tough and swaggering.
  For example the James Bond character is portrayed as being sophisticated, witty, and charming, but also sadistic and violent. James Bond is carelessly promiscuous45. His partners are grateful for his favours, easily satisfied, and content to be left behind. This puts a lot of pressure on young men who have to deal with a lot of mixed messages from the media.

Children don’t even have to look far for sex as the pornographic industry is apt at getting past most child protection software. As a result explicit hardcore pornography can appear with the most innocent of searches and some appear to be targeting children. The BeWebAware internet site, which offers advice to parents, said the following,

The online pornography industry is highly competitive and adult marketers are continually developing new strategies to drive traffic to their sites. Some of their tactics are: 
'Click-throughs': Every time someone clicks through an adult site to another one, the site's advertising revenues go up. To increase the number of click-throughs, some sites use pop-up windows. Known as 'mouse napping,' this technique traps users in an endless loop of porn.
'Home page hi-jacking': This involves planting a Java script command on computers to change the user's default home page to a porn site. Changing the home page back to its original setting appears to solve the problem until the computer is rebooted, then the offensive site re-appears as the home page.
'Stealth' sites: These are porn sites that steer users their way through a variety of techniques, including buying up expired domain names, exploiting common misspellings, or using well-known names of companies or artists.
Using hidden key words that are picked up by search engines: Porn operators bury key words, including brand names of popular toys, in the code of their Web sites to attract children.
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My painting Teach Yourself Sex Baby [4.1] shows a young child alone in a room. The strange images surrounding her represent the way in which an innocent search on Google can produce pornography and other unsuitable images. The rabbit near to her is trying to cut her out to remove her from the painting because the content is too horrific. The mobile phone bird like creatures represent the way that unsuitable images are taken and transferred to and from the internet, often without permission. The table is transforming into part of a forest, depicting the way that another world overlies ours when we engage with the internet.
Pornography has always exploited technology and each new media enhancement has resulted in it being shown to a wider audience. With the advent of the internet that audience now includes children as well as adults. Imagery of sex is at saturation point and is becoming extremely disturbing. We no longer seem to be protected from these images. With the growth of the personal computer every home has pornography whether wanted or not. Paul Virilio said, 
“The PC enables each of us to plug into any network whatsoever where sexual harassment is not only tolerated, but actively encouraged.” 

This is a very valid point as the number of sexual discrimination cases appears to be on the increase, suggesting that many males view young women as puppets. In addition we seem to forget that the majority of these girls, like Molly, have been dehumanised to become nothing more than a useful piece of meat and are actually victims of rape and people trafficking. Unlike Molly who has the cut out chip they have to live their ordeal over and over again. Also unlike Molly, many of them live in constant fear for their lives or that of their families. In addition to performing complicated poses so that their genitalia are in full view of the camera at all times they also have to do it with a smile. To the buyer it signals that they are happy and enjoying their work. For the seller it is no more than a partial demonstration of the skeleton, a smile of the living dead. 
A highly disturbing trend is that of children using their mobile phones to film each other having sex, sometimes with partners who are unwilling or unable to give their consent due to alcohol abuse.
In one case a 16 year old boy used his mobile phone to film a 14 year old girl having sex in a bedroom at a house party in Perth and sent the images to his school friends.

 Boys are not the only culprits as it was recently reported,

Three girls who sexually assaulted a boy during a three-and-a-half hour "happy slapping" ordeal have been given detention orders of up to four years.
 
More disturbing is the fact that images of assaults are then passed around the school or internet sites such as Bebo, YouTube and LiveLeak where others can go hunting for the meat puppets
 page 176. Some observers blame the trend on the ease with which children can access pornography on the internet via the PC or their mobiles, the vagina has how relocated to the hand, a teenage boys dream come true. This has result in children becoming desensitised to images of meat, tall exotic grazing animals swaying gracefully and unconsciously50 page 97 to some unknown rhythm, images which not so long ago would have been regarded as shocking. Andrew Durham, a consultant practitioner at the Sexualised Inappropriate Behaviours Services, which deals with children’s sexual problems, said

It is now a feature within young people’s culture that these incidences get filmed. It is similar to the way people use phones to film others being assaulted.

Other research carried out by Patti M. Valkenburg, PhD, and colleagues found some intriguing links. In one study, surveying 471 Dutch teens aged 13 to 18, the researchers found,

that the more often young people sought out online porn, the more likely they were to have a "recreational" attitude toward sex—specifically, to view sex as a purely physical function like eating or drinking.
 

But research is limited and it is clear that it may be some time before we have a true understanding on how globalisation and internet pornography is affecting our children. 
Jake and Dinos Chapman are two artists whose work questions the insecurities and uncertainties of globalisation and particularly the effect it is having on our youth. One work in particular I feel is relevant to the overt sexualisation of children is their work entitled Zygotic Acceleration, Biogenetic Desublimated Libidinal Model which was exhibited in the Royal Academy of Art’s Sensation 1997 Show. This piece consisted of child mannequins, naked except for Fila trainers. Other works had figures which they named “Fuck Face” and “Two Faced Cunt”.  These figures appropriately have vaginas for mouths or ears, or a semi erect penis in place of a nose. The tension created by these figures is further increased by the fact that from some angles they look cute. When I look at the Chapman brothers sculptures they are a disturbing reminder of the profile images found on social network sites. I feel that the Chapman brothers have visually displayed what we fear is happening to our children. 
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The Chapman brothers are not the only artists to bring porn out of the private place into the public arena but they were one the first to use images of children in such a graphic way. Another artist, Kai Althoff, constructed an installation depicting Michael Jackson with a child victim. This was in some ways more horrific since there are many paedophiles now using the internet to attract children and sell children. Equally there is concern as there always seem to be actors and musicians and other celebrities in the news for downloading such images. 
On line predators who are attracted to children’s innocence patrol social network sites every day. There are social network sites for adults, teenagers and even sites for children as young as six. The BBC programme Panorama investigated the risk to children using social network sites
. Two girls on the program told how they were targeted by a 40 year old man who pretended to be female. He was monitoring their MySpace site and when he saw that they were going on a school trip to the Tate Modern London he followed them. The girls described how he approached one of them and called her by her name. The girls took a photograph of him and the police identified him as a known paedophile, who they then arrested; a lucky escape for the girls. Children are constantly told not to leave personal details on the internet. Despite this I was able to look at the profiles of all the youngsters on MySpace/FaceBook [3.2], where their name, address, phone number, e-mail address and so on was displayed. It appears that these individuals are not taking the risk seriously. Panorama also showed the results of an investigator who was pretending to be a 12 year old girl. A 63 year old man asked the investigator to meet up for sex reassuring her when she asked if she was too young, “Girls do it when they want to”54. At the same time as sending images of young girls having sex and adult pornographic images to try to normalize this sex, he said “You will be my daughter for the day and I will teach you all about sex”54. The investigator arranged to meet him but when he turned up he was met by the police.
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